
    
 

10th May 2026 Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year A) 

Christus surrexit vere, alleluia! 
First Reading Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17 

‘They laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.’ 

Responsorial Psalm Cry out with joy to God, all the earth. 

Second Reading 1 St Peter 3:15-18 
‘Being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.’ 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia!  If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 
says the Lord, and my Father will love him, and we will come to 
him. Alleluia! 

Gospel  John 14: 15-21 
‘I will ask the Father, and he will give you anther Helper.’ 

Saturday 9th May + 6.00pm 
6.30pm 

Confessions 
Mass - (Pro Populo) 

Sunday 10th May + 10.30am Mass - (Gerry Knott, Gareth Reilly & Peter 
Bovenzi – Healing) 

Monday 11th May 
St Fremund - Martyr 

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (Paddy Fitzsimons – Birthday 
Ints.) 

Tuesday 12th May 
Ss Nereus & Achilleus – Martyrs 
St Pancras - Martyr 

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (Tom Barlow RIP) 

Wednesday 13th May 
Our Lady of Fatima 

 
 

No Parish Mass today 
 

Thursday 14th May + 
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Holy Day of Obligation 

10.00am 
7.00pm 

Mass – (Phil Burrowes Int) 
Mass – (Private Intention) 

Friday 15th May 
Feria 

 No Parish Mass today 
 

Saturday 16th May 
Feria 

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass - (Nicolas Robertson RIP) 

Seventh Sunday of Easter (Year A) 
Saturday 16th May + 6.00pm 

6.30pm 
Confessions 
Mass - (Pro Populo) 

Sunday 17th May + 10.30am Mass - (McCarthy family – Ints) 
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Second Collections 

THIS WEEKEND: DIOCESAN BISHOPS FUND 
NEXT WEEKEND: WORLD COMMUNICATIONS SUNDAY 

 
Congratulations to our latest 100 Club winner! 

David Pendligton 
 
 
 
 

The latest draw took place last Tuesday morning after the 10.00am Mass. Many 
congratulations to our latest winner – David Pendlington. Thank you to Jo Smith who 
drew the winning entry from the bag on her birthday. 
The June draw which is the final draw of the 100 Club year will take place at the teas and 
coffees after 10.30am Mass on Sunday 7th June.  Please watch your emails in the next 
week or two for details of how to continue your membership of the 100 Club which has 
proved a wonderful success in its first year. Your early responses to the email will be 
much appreciated and for those who did not supply an email address, you will be 
contacted separately.  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Catholic Curry Club - This newly formed club will be holding its 

first outing at the Four Pillars in Olney on Thursday 14th May at 
7.30. The restaurant has kindly agreed to provide us with an Indian 
meal for £15 per head (excluding drinks). We will use this ‘price’ as a 
suggested donation so that all can attend and pay as much or a s 

little as they can afford. If the ‘wolf is at the door’ please do come along and enjoy a meal 
with the rest of the parish, you won’t be presented with a bill for food! Going forward 
the club will aim to host a handful of events each year (not all of them curry focused) to 
provide a space for fun and support within our parish. If you would like to attend, please 
sign up in the hall/ at the back of Church, or drop Kieron Dwyer a text on 07889748244 
 

Defibrillator Awareness Training - On Tuesday 19 May at 7pm the South-Central 

Ambulance Service have offered to run a defibrillator awareness training session in the 
parish room. Would you like to learn how to use a defibrillator? If so, please can you 
contact either Áine Cooper aine.cooper@me.com or Monica Grady 
monicamgrady@gmail.com. Places are restricted to 15 and priority will be given to those 
who have put their names forward as First Aiders under the Helping Hands initiative. 
 

News from the Gardening Club 
The annual Spring/Summer Plant Sale will be held from Saturday 30th May 
until Sunday 7th June 2026.  All of the items on sale have been lovingly 
grown and nurtured by the members of our parish Gardening Club.  Please 
do come along and see what is on offer and perhaps, weather permitting, 

enjoy a cup of tea in the garden – everyone welcome! 

Red  7 

 Thank you for your Weekly Offering 
Offertory £523.05 

Digital Collection Plate £80.00 

Standing Orders £502.00 
TOTAL £1105.05 

mailto:aine.cooper@me.com
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Reflection on the Solemnity of The Ascension 

 

This coming Thursday, the Church will be celebrating the Solemnity 
of The Ascension - the ascent of Jesus Christ into heaven on the 
40th day after his resurrection.  The Feast of the Ascension ranks 
with Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost in the universality of its 
observance among Christians and has been  has been celebrated 
40 days after Easter in both Eastern and Western Christianity since 
the 4th century.  Prior to that time, the Ascension 
was commemorated as a part of the celebration of the descent of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Just before the passion and suffering 
of Jesus, his friends and followers witnessed him being betrayed, 
denied, and condemned.  They stood at a distance and watched 

him die a very public and humiliating death – some of them even deserted him.  When 
they were told by some of the others that they had seen the Lord, they refused to 
believe them; they doubted.  Eventually, after seeing the risen Lord for themselves 
several times, they believed that he had indeed risen from the dead.  And now Jesus is 
preparing them for his departure and his return to heaven.  The disciples thought they 
had lost Jesus once when he died, now they must face the reality of life without him 
again – Jesus is leaving them – but he is not leaving them alone; he is not deserting or 
abandoning them.  The reality is that he is going to be with them in a very personal and 
intimate way.    
 
In the Gospels, Jesus told his followers that he would give them another Advocate to be 
with them forever; “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to you.” John 14:26. Before 
Jesus takes his leave of them, he passes on and entrusts them with the responsibility of 
carrying on his mission of proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel and of establishing 
the Kingdom of God.  This ordinary group of men and women are the ones who were 
chosen by Jesus to be heralds and witnesses of the resurrection.  Through their words 
and actions, the world will know that Jesus is alive and more alive and present than ever 
he was.  As the earthly life of Jesus ends, theirs and our mission and ministry begins.  
 
Today that responsibility now belongs to us.  The first friends and followers of Jesus are 
our ancestors and we are their descendants.  It is now up to each of us in our way to 
carry on the mission and ministry of Jesus.  Through us today, the world will know that 
Jesus is alive, present, and active in our world.  As the late Pope Francis taught us “every 
Christian is a missionary to the extent that they have experienced the love of God in Jesus.” 
 
Even as we celebrate the solemnity of The Ascension, it is most important that we 
understand and believe that Jesus has not left, deserted, or abandoned us.  He is with us 
when we can gather together at the celebration of Mass; He is with us when we reach 
out to support one another with our love; He is with us in both the good times and bad 
times in our lives.  As he tells us in the Gospel, “Go therefore, make disciples of all the 
nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to observe all the commands I gave you.  And know that I am with you always, 
yes, to the end of time.” Matthew 28:19-20 
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorated
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Holy-Spirit


Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there,  
and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

Regina Caeli 
 

Regina caeli, Laetare, alleluia. 
Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia. 

Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia. 
Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia. 

Gaude et Laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia. 
Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia.  

 

Prayer to Our Lady Help of Christians 
  

Most Holy Virgin Mary, Help of Christians, 
how sweet it is to come to your feet imploring your perpetual help. 

If earthly mothers cease not to remember their children, how can you, the 
most loving of all mothers forget me? Grant then to me, I implore you, your 
perpetual help in all my necessities, in every sorrow, and especially in all my 

temptations. I ask for your unceasing help for all who are now suffering. 
Help the weak, cure the sick, convert sinners. Grant through your 

intercessions many vocations to the religious life.  
Obtain for us, O Mary, Help of Christians, that having invoked you on earth 

 we may love and eternally thank you in heaven. Amen 

 

 
 

With our love and prayers, Fr Daniel, and Deacon Peter 


