
    

 
Christmas cards and advent calendars are available in the narthex  

 

7th December 2025 

Psalter Week 2 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Lectionary: Year A – The Year of Matthew – Weekly: Year II 
First Reading Prophet Isaiah 11:1-10 

‘With righteousness he shall judge the poor.’ 

Responsorial Psalm In his days shall justice flourish, and great peace forever.’ 

Second Reading St Paul to the Romans 15:4-9 
‘Christ saves humanity.’ 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia! 

Gospel  Matthew 3:1-12 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 

Saturday 6th December + 4.00pm 
6.00pm 
6.30pm 

Vigil Mass – Christingle (Youth of the Parish) 
Confessions 
Mass – (Pro Populo) 

Sunday 7th December + 10.30am Mass – (Deceased family & friends of the 
Ayles family – RIP) 

Monday 8th December 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BVM 
Principle Patron of the Diocese 

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (Fr Patrick Hutton Ints) 

Tuesday 9th December 
St Juan-Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin  

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (Deceased members of the McCarthy 
family) 

Wednesday 10th December 
Our Lady of Loreto 

 No Parish Mass today 

Thursday 11th December 
St Damasus I - Pope 

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (Cathy Cox – Healing) 

Friday – 12th December 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

6.15pm 
7.00pm 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (David Ashford - RIP) 

Saturday – 13th December 
St Lucy – Virgin & Martyr  

9.15am 
10.00am 

Adoration with Confession 
Mass – (Holy Souls) 

Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete  
Sunday Lectionary: Year A – The Year of Matthew – Weekly: Year II 

Saturday –13th December + 6.00pm 
6.30pm 

Confessions 
Vigil Mass – (Pro Populo) 

Sunday – 14th December + 10.30am Mass – ((Deceased members of the McCarthy 
family) 
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 Thank you for your Weekly Offering 

Offertory £387.15 

Digital Collection Plate £40.00 
Standing Orders £502.00 

TOTAL £929.15 

 

Requiescat in Pace - We were greatly saddened to learn of 

the death of dear David Ashford who returned to the Lord very 
peacefully last week fortified with the Rites of Holy Mother 
Church.  Please do keep David, his family & friends in your 
prayers and especially remember his dear wife Judy who herself 
returned to the Lord just over two years ago. David’s body will 
be received into the church at 4.30pm on Wednesday 17th 
December.  The Requiem Mass for David will be held here on 
Thursday 18th December at 10.30am. May he rest in peace. 

 
 

The ‘100 Club Draw’ will take place this Sunday 7th December 
together with tea/coffee after the 10.30am Mass. As it is the 
Christmas Draw there will be more than one lucky winner! Everyone 
is welcome to join us. 
 

 
 

Immaculate Conception of the BVM 
Chief Patron of our Diocese 

On Monday 8th December, we celebrate this wonderful solemnity, that 
Mary, whose conception was brought about in the normal way, was 
conceived without original sin or its stain—that is what “immaculate” 
means: without stain.  When we meditate on the Immaculate 
Conception, we might ponder the angel Gabriel when he greeted Mary 
with the beautiful words “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you”  

(Luke 1:28).  Today we pray especially for Bishop David, Bishop Emeritus Peter, for the 
Priests, Deacons, Religious and people of our Diocese: Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our 
Mother, chief patron of our Diocese, we praise and honour you and give ourselves to you.  
Protect us from all harm and pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. 
Bishop Peter will be celebrating Mass at the Cathedral at 12noon on Monday 8th 

December.  All are welcome or you can watch via the ‘live stream’ – 
https://northamptoncathedral.org/  

 
Our annual parish Christmas Concert will be held on 
Friday 19th December at 7.00pm here in our church. An 
evening of carols, readings and prayer followed by 
seasonal refreshments in the parish hall.  Everyone 
welcome!  This year the proceeds from the concert will go 
to ‘Willen Hospice.’ 

 

https://northamptoncathedral.org/


 
Sacrament of Confirmation – Early in the new year we are hoping to 

begin preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  If you are in School 
Year 7 or above, or you know of someone who is, and would like to begin 
preparation for the Sacrament of then please give your details to either  
Fr Daniel or Deacon Peter.  Likewise, if you are an adult & have not yet 
been Confirmed but wish to know more about what is involved in 
preparing for the Sacrament then please contact Fr Daniel or Deacon 
Peter. 

 

The Outdoor Nativity   - You are warmly invited to meet Mary, Joseph, and travel to 

Bethlehem with a real donkey at The Outdoor Nativity on Sunday December 14th at 
2:30pm on Guinea Orchard (behind the Museum and The Swan). Put on by the churches 
of Olney, the performance will last around 40 mins so dress warmly and come prepared 
to join in a few well-known carols.  
 
 

 
 
 

Carols of Hope - Northampton Cathedral will come alive with the 

sound of joyful voices next Saturday 13 December 2025 at 2:30pm, as 
the Northampton Cathedral Junior Choir presents Carols of Hope, a 
traditional service of lessons and carols. The event promises to be a 
heartwarming celebration of the Christmas season, offering families 
and parishioners the chance to reflect on the message of hope at the 

heart of Advent and Christmas message of the reading. This beautiful pattern of word 
and music helps congregations enter more deeply into the meaning of Christmas. 
The Carols of Hope service is open to all, and organisers warmly encourage families, 
parishioners, and friends to come along, join their voices with the choir, and support the 
young singers as they lead this treasured Advent tradition. 
 

Last date for donations to the Caritas Love Christmas Campaign 
Wednesday 10th December. 

 
Last foodbank collection before Christmas will be Tuesday 16th December 

 

‘What greater cause is there of the Lord’s coming than to show God’s love 

for us? If we have been slow to love, at least let us hasten to love in return.’ 
St Augustine  

 

 

24th December - Christmas Vigil Mass  6.00pm 
 
24th December – Mass During the Night  9.00pm 
 
25th December - Mass at Dawn   8.00am 
 
25th December – Mass during the day  10.30am 
 
 
 



The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Recent statements from Pope Leo XIV focus on the importance of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession).  He encourages Catholics to experience the sacrament as a 
way to encounter Christ, receive forgiveness, and be strengthened to live mercifully 
toward others. Pope Leo has emphasised that in confession, Jesus meets us through the 
priest, offering forgiveness for our sins.   
 

• Encountering Christ: Pope Leo XIV states that the sacrament is a way to have a 
deep relationship with Jesus by confessing sins openly and receiving his 
forgiveness through the priest's absolution. 
 

• Receiving Mercy: He encourages the faithful to experience God's mercy intensely 
through reconciliation, which can help them become more merciful toward their 
brothers and sisters. 
 

• Overcoming Weakness: The Pope has framed the sacrament as a powerful 
opportunity to counter sin and weakness, allowing grace to triumph over sin and 
make our relationship with God "alive beyond our betrayals". 
 

• Encouragement during Difficulty: He has particularly encouraged young people 
struggling with mental health to turn to the sacrament for solace and to trust in 
God's understanding and forgiveness, especially when they feel isolated.  

 
 

A Penitential Service will be held here at Our Lady’s on Thursday 18th 

December at 7.00pm – Fr Daniel & Bro John (Turvey Abbey) will be 
available to hear Confessions in preparation for the Christmas Season. 
There are very many other opportunities to receive this great 
sacrament of healing – Fr Daniel will be available before all weekday 
Masses & again over the weekend (please refer to the newsletter for 
times).   

 
"Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord will come." 

Matthew 24:42: 

 
Heavenly Father, during this holy season of Advent, we prepare our hearts 

to welcome Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us the grace to walk in faith and 

hope, to be watchful in prayer, and to live in joyful expectation of His 

coming. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

With our love and prayers, Fr Daniel, and Deacon Peter 


